VALEDICTORY ADDRESS.
Gentlemen,?It is hardly possible, at any point in our progress from year to year which implies the completion of an epoch in our history, to avoid retrospection; nor, perhaps, is it undesirable that such occasions should be made useful with the view of ascertaining the gain in knowledge as balancing the lapse of time.
The biennial election of your President affords him a reasonable excuse, before leaving the chair in which your generous confidence has placed him, to take a bird's-eye view 011 your behalf of the work over which he has had the good fortune to preside. This retrospective address has, with some reason, taken the place of an address on first presiding over your meetings. In availing myself of this privilege, and looking back over the too rapidly sped past of a two years' period, the most outstanding fact I have to chronicle is the sad losses we have sustained in the removal from among us of our late President, Dr Sanders, of Dr Wood, Dr Sharpey, Dr Omond, and Dr Handyside. It can hardly fail to be within your recollection the earnest address which only two years ago you heard from Dr Sanders's lips. You cannot forget how fully, in it, he justified the claim of biological science to be the source from which advance in scientific medicine might most reasonably be anticipated, and upon the more perfect knowledge of which all practical improvement in our profession might be said to wait. We little anticipated then that so soon we should see his face no more, that in the ensuing autumn, when only just returned from the pleasant relaxation of a well-earned holiday, he should be struck down by a form of disease upon the elucidation of which he had bestowed some of his freshest energies, and that ere the winter was past his place amongst us should be vacant. As one possessed of a great simplicity and guilelessness of character, as an honest and true worker, who was less inclined to take credit to himself than to do justice to others, as a suggestive thinker, a well-informed writer, a ready but infrequent speaker, he may well dwell in our memories as an example and a guide.
The sudden and unexpected death of Dr Andrew Wood, under circumstances so little anticipated, not unnaturally created a sense of consternation in many minds. He still filled so large a place in the councils of the College of which he was a prominent member, that few had thought how many years had come and gone since he first entered the profession, and how much more he was full of years than his mental activity in college matters and in medical politics would seem to show. Though in recent times he had not often taken a part in the meetings of this Society, there was a period in its history when he bore his own share in its debates and actively interested himself in its proceedings. Apparently the attractions of imperial politics, to which constitutionally he was addicted, came in the way of more purely professional matters of interest at the middle period of his career, just as for twentyyears past the Medical Act and the politics connected with the mutual actions and reactions of licensing bodies and universities afforded a scope for the line of thought which was both to him most easy and most congenial, and led him to lend himself heart and soul to questions which to the great mass of medical men seem unprofitable and distracting.
Another loss from the number of our Honorary Fellows deserves more than a passing record. Dr Sharpey's honoured name had long been connected with the Ordinary Fellows of the Society?since, in fact, the time that he resided in Edinburgh and made a reputation which, though wider-reaching in its sphere when secretary of the Eoyal Society, was quite as brilliant in the field of science while he was still an ornament of this medical school. In the end of 1879 the Council received the intelligence that Dr Sharpey desired to retire from the list of ordinary members, and anxiously considered upon what ground they were to recommend the application, which seemed to break a connexion of half a century's existence, fraught with so much reflected glory to the history of the Society. It was with quite a sense of relief that your Council learned that the retirement was in connexion with a proposal about to be mooted for the elevation of Dr Sharpey to the list of honorary members, and which technically required that his name should not be in the list of ordinary members. At the ensuing meeting for the election of honorary, foreign, and corresponding members, I need not remind you, this tardy act of just recognition of most brilliant talents and sturdy diligence was passed; but, alas! before the recipient of your gracious acknowledgment could be informed of your choice, the ruthless hand of Time had effaced him from the ranks of living workers in the field of science, and left alone such inscriptions of the legitimate esteem of his fellow-workers and admirers as you had but recently done your most to make indelible, to prove that his labours in anatomical and biological science were neither underestimated nor forgotten in the city and school of his early professional labours.
In The poisonous preparation was a specimen of wall-paper, shown by Dr Foulis on the 7th July 1880?a green and white paper, which had occupied a drawing-room wall for twenty-eight years, and which it was presumed had occasioned illness of most varied kind in every member of the family. The paper was found, by calculation from an analysis, to contain still enough arsenic to poison a thousand persons, but Dr Foulis regretted he could give no comparative statement of the loss in arsenic from the paper during these twenty-eight years.
On the 7th January 1880 our most ingenious member, Dr James, showed to the Society an instrument for the graphic demonstration of the co-ordination power of the muscles in maintaining equilibrium. By a pair of revolving tambours connected with a pair of receiving tambours, the movements were seen to be communicated, and were necessary, that these Acts, on account of their one-sided and unscientific character, are not fitted to grapple successfully with such a subtle disease as syphilis. 2. The Acts do not lessen the amount of gonorrhoea in the army and navy. 3. They have a beneficial influence in preventing non-syphilitic sores in the army and navy. 4. These Acts give too much power to the police, and are tyrannical. 5. They reduce the number of public prostitutes, thus tending to increase clandestine prostitution, and, as a consequence, disease, among the population.
In the discussions emanating from these communications we had most important contributions from different members to the information brought to bear upon the subject-matter of discussion. The members of the Society who took part in the discussions were as follows:?Annandale (3), Joseph Bell (6), Black (4), Brakenridge (4), Bramwell (5), Bruce (1), Buist (2), Cadell (3), Carmichael (6), Chiene (7), Clouston (3), Coldstream (1), Blair-Cunynghame 
